From: Jacob Stallings <jacob@IUOE701.com>

Sent: Wednesday, October 25,2023 11:25 AM

To: Benton Public Comment <PublicComment@bentoncountyor.gov>

Subject: Written Comment for 10/25/23 Disposal Site Advisory Committee meeting.

The International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 701, represents the heavy equipment mechanics of Valley
Landfills, Inc., a subsidiary of Republic Services Inc., located in Benton County in Corvallis, Oregon.

Republic Service’s identifies itself as a company whose success is driven by its employees, the companies Ethics &
Compliance statement identifies Republic Services as a company that is a “committed steward of the environment”
and goes further to state that the values of the organization are to protect the livelihoods of your colleagues and
communities. In that regard, the Union is writing to ensure that you are aware of the situation occurring at Valley
Landfills, Inc., as their actions are antithetical to the values they profess, and we believe this may be of concern to
you.

The members of the unit at Valley Landfills, Inc. initially reached out to the Union because of grievous

safety concerns at their facility, outdated PPE, broken or missing decontamination areas, and management that
disregarded the company’s own safety policies. Several complaints have been made against Republic Services and
its Subsidiary over the years, but the reports have mostly ended up tangled in government bureaucracy. OSHA
directs reports about the landfill to DEQ, the DEQ directs those reports to the EPA, the EPA directs the reports back
to OSHA, and the circle continues. As such, Valley Landfills has been getting away with working people in
extremely hazardous conditions mostly unchecked. The cherry on the top of this is that they have been paying
exorbitant amounts of money out of their pocket for a healthcare plan that will no longer even be accepted by Good
Samaritan Regional Medical Center in Corvallis, the only emergency hospital in their area.

The Union has videos and pictures from the Valley Landfills, Inc. landfill taken from just the past few weeks that
the Union is happy to share with the committee, USB thumbdrives of the violations have already been mailed to the
county Board of Commissioners earlier this week. The majority of these videos were submitted anonymously to the
Union from the operations inside of the landfill and were not taken by Union members, the exception being a few
pictures that were taken from outside of the landfill in order to show you the distance at which the clouds of
contaminants can still be seen rising into the air. In these pictures and videos, you’ll see truckloads full of bags of
cancerous silicate microglass fiber being dumped from the back of full truckloads with no wet-down procedures to
prevent the cloud flareup, which can be seen from miles away. You’ll see black smoke rising from the burner ash
and blood vials and broken sharps containers with employees performing repairs on the ground just steps away with
no ground mats. You’ll see heavy equipment parked with its side at nearly a 45-degree angle on top of a hill of
refuse, ready to tumble off and pull the truck it is hitched to with it. What you won’t see in these videos is any
supervision or oversight.

On top of the personal safety concerns of the people working in this environment, you’ll see articles that have come
out recently about this landfill in having methane gas emissions problems, the buildup of methane gas in landfills
can and has caused literal explosions and Republic Services does not have the equipment to monitor these emissions
and, to our knowledge, is doing nothing to mitigate the issue. Republic Services has a publicly verifiable track
record of writing checks to settle violations but doing little to prevent the violations in the first place. A penalty fee
cannot replace a life, Republic Services must be made to answer for its egregious safety violations for the good of
the community and for the safety of its employees.
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